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SHINE A LIGHT: Images projected onto Hart's Mill as part of
Hart's Mill Inhabited during the Port Festival. flsPicture:
Courtesy Port Adelaide Enfield Council HH430428

NEWPORT Quays and the State Government will bow to community wishes for the redevelopment of the Hart’s
Mill precinct so long as it is commercially viable.
The developer and Port Adelaide MP Kevin Foley said they would consider the views of Port arts and heritage
groups, which have called for the popular landmark to be retained for community use.
Newport Quays consortium spokesman Todd Brown said while it was “highly conscious of community concerns
and desires” the Hart’s Mill precinct would include housing.
“The development of Newport Quays and all future stages including the Hart’s Mill precinct must be commercially
viable and realistic,” Mr Brown said.
Under the Port Waterfront redevelopment agreement between the government and Newport Quays, the State
heritage-listed building is slated for just residential and retail use.
Last week the Port Adelaide Artists Forum and the Port branch of the National Trust of SA opposed plans for
housing and urged residents to lobby for the Hart’s Mill to be converted into a community arts hub.
ALSO: Community says “Hands off Hart’s”
Mr Brown said Newport Quays aimed to find a “workable solution” for the Hart’s Mill precinct that was “sensitive
to community objectives”.
“The consortium has recognised there are lessons to be learnt from previous stages of the development and as a
result we have initiated and will continue to take a more consultative approach with State and local government,”
Mr Brown said.
http://portside-messenger.whereilive.com.au/news/story/hope-for-precinct/

Page 1 of 2

Hope for Hart’s Mill art precinct - Local News - News | Portside Messenger

30/10/09 1:18 PM

He said work on the Hart’s Mill precinct would not start until at least 2015.
Last week the Deputy Premier ruled out the State government purchasing Hart’s Mill back from the developer to
ensure it would not be adapted for housing.
“Hart’s Mill is a significant piece of Port Adelaide, emotionally and physically as a landmark, but the State
Government does not have any taxpayer funds to purchase and refurbish the Mill,” Mr Foley told the Portside
Messenger.
“We will be working with the private sector to restore the building to its former glory for the best possible
outcome for the developers.
“But also to enable the government to meet the Port community objectives.”
He said the government envisaged integrating an arts and cultural precinct within the residential redevelopment.
“Ultimately the Hart’s Mill redevelopment will need to make common sense to the developers,” he said.
“But you could put a combination of public areas and arts space in the precinct.”
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Comments
Steph Baker writes:
Posted on 23 Oct 09 at 08:01am
Port Adelaide has a fantastic history, and fantastic potential for this history to be celebrated through its
redevelopment. Unfortunately so far this opportunity has been wasted and sold out, in some attemt to be
modern and appealing, which has in fact turned out dull, ugly and soulless.
SA is lucky to have such a richly historical place, and such a strong sense of community as the port. Hart’s
Mill has the potential to bring all of these wonderful traits together, to be a hub for the community, and
an excellent attraction for visitors. It would be a terrible waste to not make the most of this opportunity.
I feel that the same also applies for many of the old and dilapidated buildings around the port. They could
look incredible if restored to their former glory. To let them sink further and further into decay is a
heartbreaking disregard for their potential.
To those in charge- don’t be responsible for turning the wonderful opportunities in the Port into just
another ugly, unoriginal, bland and heartless suburb. Celebrate what we already have and make it even
better!
Liz Packer writes:
Posted on 22 Oct 09 at 11:45pm
Please add my voice to the call to make Hart’s Mill an arts and community cultural centre. The
tremendous success of the 2009 Port Festival and the vibrant local arts community demonstrate the
immediate demand for a venue which supports arts activities all year round.
When such a place exists, it will be a magnet for more activity, a focus for the community, and a
generator of cultural-economic activity (David Throsby et al).
It will draw visitors to the Port from near and far. It would provide a venue for regular “arts markets” for
local makers, theatre, music, film, and a host of arts oriented events, seminars, and workshops like life
writing / family history projects, film or photography, performance poetry, singing, creative writing, music
making, dance, song writing and so on, and for community organisations and meetings.
If appropriate consultation takes place, and parties agree, it could be a site of practical reconciliation
featuring integrated cultural activities which showcase Indigenous culture, history, and artistic expression
alongside other community groups, organisations and individual arts workers.
It could become the beating Hart of the Port…
Imagine that!
alana zerjal-me... writes:
Posted on 22 Oct 09 at 10:35pm
Hart’s Mill lights was just fantastic. I loved the bright and beautiful pictures and the story it wove… with
humour. congratulations everyone and i look forward to more spectacular events next year
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humour. congratulations everyone and i look forward to more spectacular events next year
oh yes and even though it was freezing cold i saw lots of rugged up people coming down to have a look.
It’s great to live in such a supportive community!
FARMED writes:
Posted on 22 Oct 09 at 04:19pm
Please save this iconic building for the future
The community wishes Hart’s Mill to be set aside as an arts precinct
The Port Festival made it very apparent there is a need for this building to be saved
Dorothy Farmer
Osborne
Harry writes:
Posted on 22 Oct 09 at 01:26pm
This is sadly about money, which is why all the ticky tacky, “tilt wall” accommodation has proliferated
already, in a valiant attempt to destroy an iconic historical wharf and port.
If no-one fights to preserve history, the cost is the communities loss of heritage, which cannot be re-built.
Harts mill has been standing proudly for all to observe as an historic landmark, for so many years, the
shame will be in hiding it with crass development. I found some passionate heritage conservationists here
...
http://www.heritageatrisk.org.au/Top_10_-_Port_Adelaide.html
Congratulations, and all power to the people who have campaigned tirelessly and mostly in vain, to try
and convince the council and developers to WORK WITH THE “COMMUNITY WISHES”.
wendy pryor writes:
Posted on 22 Oct 09 at 11:34am
i add my plea to keep harts mill as a community venue, to recognise its iconic value to the local port
adelaide and south australian community, and support its use for arts and community events and
programs we have lost so much history in the local port area and are swimming in new apartments and
developments - please save hart’s mill for the people.
Colin Hill AM -... writes:
Posted on 22 Oct 09 at 09:34am
As a Master Mariner in the British Merchant Navy and since retiring I have travelled for many years
extensivly throughtout the world. One outstanding memory is the number of ports that have preserved
their heritage, the place of first settlement or the place from where they explored the world and
established trading routes, important in their history and development. New York, London, San Francisco,
Buenos Aires and many other ports throught the world. A few years ago an excellent Maritime Museum
was developed and some other promising historical preservation was initiated. However since then you
have systematically proceeded to destroy the ambiance of Port Adelaide by building totally imcompatable
units and apartments which would be better suited to a Gold Coast environment. Not only that you have
removed any sign of the the tradtional activities, such as boat and ship building and forced their removal
to a more expensive and less suitable location, similarly the sailing club. Adeliade has a reputation for the
preservation of historical location which has certainly not been followed at Port Adelaide. The wishes of
the commuity have been ignored.
Lucy Thurley writes:
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Posted on 21 Oct 09 at 04:07pm
Let’s do something about this now before it’s too late. We have already lost so much. Harts Mill is
decaying before our very eyes - let’s save it and give something back to the community.
Colin Thomas writes:
Posted on 21 Oct 09 at 10:10am
To put the matter simply, the Port commmunity needs less toothless rhetoric from Kevin Foley and his
government colleagues, and more community oriented action. With a unique opportunity to combine an
aboriginal interpretive centre, a community garden and a performing/visual arts centre, a revitalised Hart’s
Mill precinct would become a unique cultural hub that would be the envy of the rest of Australia.
Bryan Tingey writes:
Posted on 20 Oct 09 at 04:47pm
Talk about an art community _ How about giving this community that’s talked about having somewhere
iconic to create?
As a Port resident who went to primary and high school and grew up in the area I know of the perfect
place. It’s iconic, historic, a beautiful building - it’s the large multi-story mill in the Hart’s Mill precinct.
You may know the one - it’s the closest structure to the old Troubridge boarding ramp.
Christie Anthon... writes:
Posted on 20 Oct 09 at 08:44am
Port Adelaide boasts one of the most motivate, articulate and active artist communities in South Australia.
The passion and drive of Port Artists must be the envy of many other Council areas whose cultural officer
works hard to encourage a small amount of cultural ‘zing’ now and again. I believe that when a vibrant
creative community is harnessed and supported, the return to the whole community is undeniable, and
priceless.
Hart’s Mill is a unique, beautiful and solid building that has the local creative community buzzing with ideas
for it’s potential use. The recent Port Festival projection by illumination artist Cindi Drenan was absolutely
stunning. A sublime work that captured the past and cleverly cemented the ideal future use of the
building. Cindi used animation to change the word HART’S MILL to ARTS VILL and I’m sure that every
local creative heart in the audience did a little flip.
I add my name to the list of local supporters who would like to see Hart’s Mill used by the awesome local
creative community and agree with Bob Daly that, in time, it could indeed become the Powerhouse or
Malthouse of our locality.
Sarah-Jane Cook writes:
Posted on 20 Oct 09 at 07:31am
Yes, yes, yes. Please someone in government have the guts to say and do something about this issue. It’s
all well and good to talk about the great artistic community and heritage of the Port, but what about doing
something to maintain it?? Take action politicians and do it now before it’s too late.
Jenny Allen writes:
Posted on 19 Oct 09 at 02:09pm
Hear Hear to all of the above.
We can’t lose momentum in the wake of the Port Festival and the exposure it gave to Hart’s Mill in
particular,with the projection show being one of it’s highlights.
There is no doubt that any other future use other than that which benefits and reflects the local/Aboriginal
community is not justice. As Mr Dawe said, “who was it who allowed our local area to become nothing
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community is not justice. As Mr Dawe said, “who was it who allowed our local area to become nothing
more but a mess of ugly high rise apartments”...well I’m ashamed to say that it was us!!! There is still
time to save the Mill by raising awareness of it’s possible fate at the hands of LMC.
In my mind, an Aboriginal Interpretative Centre and/or Worker’sMuseum being a memorial to all who
worked in the Mill and on the wharves and in Port Adelaide in general would be a fitting use for the Mill.
Each floor could in fact house different exhibits with a community public art space as well?
This is one victory we need to win so we can regain our dignity and empower the community once more.
For this one, I will be willing to stand in front of bulldozers for, but that won’t work unless we have a
structure and a plan.
Catherine Fitzg... writes:
Posted on 19 Oct 09 at 11:55am
I can’t understand why the developers haven’t jumped at, and embraced this amazing opportunity to work
with the local community and artists in developing the Harts Mill as a world class arts and community
culutral centre, that celebrates and acknowledges our Indigenous past as well as our plethora of artistic
talent in the area. This opportunity is golden. Development is not just buildings, and roads. People want,
and need to live in a thriving and active community. Artists are integral to any healthy
community/society. Developers and Governments around the world, spend enormous amounts of money
on buying in artistic talent and ideas to value add to projects in order to build and resource communities.
This vital and valuable resource is at our doorstep. This presents a rare opportunity for the developers
and our Governement. Let’s hope that they have the sense and vision to look beyond bricks and mortar
and remember that people make up communities.
Janine Peacock writes:
Posted on 19 Oct 09 at 10:57am
On the 14th October 2009 the Member for Port Adelaide, treasurer Kevin Foley, stated on ABC radio that
he ‘would like to see the whole Harts Mill site turned into an arts precinct’. He made a commitment to
‘work with the developer to insure that we get an outcome that includes open space, community space
and for the building to be fully interactive with the community’. Furthermore he committed to work with
the developer to make Harts Mill an ‘iconic precinct for the arts community’. Lets see if he keep his
promises to his constituents. I think we need a poll on who believes him!!!!!!
He also stated that ‘The Port Adelaide Sailing Club building has been kept intact’ - for how long Mr Foley?
Lets see it preserved and in the public arena - not surrounded by cyclone wire complete with razor wire
topping.
Kalyna Micenko ... writes:
Posted on 19 Oct 09 at 10:04am
If state government can form a partnership with developers why can’t they form a partnership with the
Federal government & work out a way to create an arts centre at Harts Mill for ALL in the community?
Despite politicians and bigwigs proudly reciting the statistics regarding how many artists live in The Port
and Le Fevre Peninsula and their deep affection for those local artists we, in Port Adelaide, have
NO adequate venue for performing arts
NO adequate venue for visual arts
NO adequate venue for community development
NO affordable space available for local arts and cultural groups to meet and set up their office if they wish
NO adequate space for making large scale community artworks
NO adequate space for storage of community artworks
NO community garden
NO Aboriginal interpretive centre
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NO Aboriginal interpretive centre
NO space to invite ‘artists in residence’ to live and work amongst us from interstate and overseas.
I would like to see local, state and federal politicians all come in to bat for the community on the issue of
Hart’s Mil’s future. I am not into compromising our communities needs. This is not purely about a need for
local artists, it’s about our community’s future well being.
Suzanne Elliott writes:
Posted on 18 Oct 09 at 08:37pm
The recent Port Festival put the significance of maintaining Hart’s Mill as a community resource again
centre stage. Harts Mill holds, at its heart, our Port’s history. A history that is rich with local life stories,
with a story of vision and of egalitarian work practice. It cannot be ignored that Hart’s Mill is also home to
the largest jarrah floor in the southern hemisphere. This is a precious building. Short sightedness would
carve this building into apartments to be enjoyed by a few, creative vision would explore and invite ideas
for its use as a community resource. A resource that can embrace and offer the Port’s history to old and
new residents and visitors, with the hope that as the current transformation continues the particular
ingredients of the Port’s history and identity survive.
LMC and our local member cannot now abrogate responsibility for what happens next. In spite of past
decisions both their ability to now influence cannot be denied. It is essential that the major view corridors
are entrenched in any further plans. It is critical that we do not stuff up what happens next. We are the
people, you are our government representatives, be so.
Eileen Darley writes:
Posted on 18 Oct 09 at 05:15pm
Over the last week of the Port Festival I lost count of how many people, locals and visitors alike, who
commented on the energy, creativity and beauty of our place and our community. If this is to be sustained
and transcend mere wall-papering we need to be making decisions, and insist that our leaders do so too,
that have vision and substance.
Some quality defines the Port Adelaide community which is difficult to express in words but we all sense
it. Its a feeling that in the whirl and burl of “progress"-read housing developments slammed on the
landscape with no thought of anything but a quick buck and plans for shops, shops, shops which reduce
us to the role of consumer and affront our development as human beings-there lurks some other kind of
existence that is nourishing, exciting, possible.......
Symbols are important. Harts Mill is routinely called an icon. An icon is defined as a person, place or image
that has a “sacred personage”. Which of us has not seen its prescence looming and had a sense that we’re
home. Subsuming, cowering and disguising it with ugly buildings, removing it , essentially, from the public
realm is an abhorrent act of cultural vandalism.
Peter Lowe writes:
Posted on 18 Oct 09 at 03:12pm
I agree with Bob. Community can’t just be photo-shopped in at the end of the development, it needs to
be at the heart of the planning stage from the start. I look forward to the time when people from all
around the world will use the Hart’s Mill Precinct as a shining example of how it can be done.
stephanie writes:
Posted on 17 Oct 09 at 07:10pm
Please leave Hart’s Mill alone
Angela writes:
Posted on 17 Oct 09 at 06:21pm
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I have been a resident of Port Adelaide all my life and remember it being full of lots of arts and crafts
when I was younger. As I have got older a lot of this stuff has stopped happening and the popularity of
the Port has reduced.
I believe turning Harts mill in to a community Arts center will bring the community together and help bring
life back to Port Adelaide.
Port Adelaide is a great Artist community and it would be great to have a community arts center to share
this with everyone.
Sharon Holmes writes:
Posted on 17 Oct 09 at 04:40pm
How many more historical buildings are going to disappear from Port Adelaide? It’s a tragedy that we have
already lost significant boat-building and other maritime history. Other cities seem to celebrate, retain and
maintain their historical buildings.
I agree that Hart’s Mill should be a significant feature of an arts hub. It’s an excellent setting with TAFE
and Waterside Workers’ Hall in close proximity.
The Wharfies’ Hall is another building that needs major funding or is the government just waiting for it to
fall down so that the space can be cleared for more modern development.
Mike Rann, as Minister for The Arts, should be doing more.
Sharon Holmes writes:
Posted on 17 Oct 09 at 04:34pm
How many more historical buildings are going to disappear from Port Adelaide? It’s a tragedy that we have
already lost significant boat-building and other maritime history. Other cities seem to celebrate, retain and
maintain their historical buildings. I agree that Hart’s Mill should be a significant feature of an arts hub.
It’s an excellent setting with TAFE and Waterside Workers’ Hall in close proximity.
The Wharfies’ Hall is another building that needs major funding or is the government just waiting for it to
fall down so that the space can be cleared for more modern development.
Mike Rann, as Minister for The Arts, should be doing more.
bob Daly writes:
Posted on 14 Oct 09 at 07:11pm
It seems essential that we have to win over the hearts and minds of developers as many of our local
politicians have shown a ‘Pontious Pilate’ type response to the community sentiment for the Harts Mill
precinct. ‘Its out of our hands’ or ‘We’re not responsible’ just won’t wash the passion from the locals.
I am one of the community who wants to see a an end to the impasse between community, developers
and politicians. I want to see plans to include art activities, theatre spaces, large areas for creating
community art together with and Indigenous interpretive centre across from Latlare Park.
As a board member of Community Arts SA I know that they are searching for an appropriate location to
move their arts business as do Kurruru Performing Arts Centre, Port Adelaide Camera Club but to name a
few.
What a wonderful Port Festival Hub the Harts Mill and the surrounding open space could be for future
Festival artists and directors. The Port would rank with Salamancer Place - Hobart, the Powerhouse Brisbane and Casula Powerhouse in NSW. Then there are those overseas
Please add my name to the other supporters who want Harts Mill to become the iconic beacon for the all
community,
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Satirist Bryan Dawe has backed calls from local heritage and
arts groups to adapt the Hart's Mill precinct for community
use.

THE fight to retain the historic Hart’s Mill precinct for community use is back on the agenda.
At a Port Festival public forum on Saturday, October 10, the 50-strong audience supported calls to save the
popular icon from being redeveloped for housing, as planned under the Port Waterfront redevelopment.
Organised by Port of Adelaide Branch of the National Trust of SA, forum panel members Kalyna Micenko, Port
Adelaide Artists Forum (PAAF) chair and Tony Kearney, chair of the Port Trust branch, urged the community to
renew efforts to lobby the Port-Enfield Council, State government and Land Management Corporation about the
public’s desire for a community arts hub at the site.
``We need more political will on this issue,’’ Ms Micenko told the forum.
``We have no adequate venue for arts events, no adequate space for making large-scale art and no adequate
community meeting space the need is not going away, it’s just getting stronger.’’
Ms Micenko described the mill as ``an icon, a jewel of the Port’’ which must be retained for community use.
Panelist LMC chief executive Wayne Gibbons said the government and LMC included the landmark five-storey
red-brick Adelaide Milling Company building commonly known as the Hart’s Mill and surrounds in the 50ha parcel
of Port River waterfront land designated for residential and commercial redevelopment in 2002.
Its inclusion meant LMC had ``limited influence’’ and ``were not responsible for what the developers built’’, he
said.
``Whatever development takes place there must conform to the (Port-Enfield council) development plan ...
whether or not that plan can be changed through community activism ...?’’
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Both the 1889 Adelaide Milling building and the three-storey 1855 Hart’s Mill were State Heritage-listed and
would be protected, he said. He expected development of the Hart’s Mill area to start in 2013.
Mr Kearney said the potential loss of existing views of the building from St Vincent St and the Jervois and
Birkenhead Bridges was another concern.
``We need to have our say, we have now got the option to be proactive rather than reactive, so let’s start being
proactive about this,’’ he said.
In 2006, PAAF failed in its bid with the LMC to use Hart’s Mill as a community arts space, despite 2200
supporting signatures.
In response, the LMC said the Hart’s Mill precinct was ``committed to the Port Waterfront Redevelopment’’ and
``therefore a community arts centre for Hart’s Mill cannot be considered.’’
Historic Port playground at his door
GROWING up in Birkenhead, one street back from the river, Bryan Dawe had the Port as his backyard.
The political satirist, who regularly appears with John Clarke on ABC TV’s 7.30 Report, says the docks, Elders
wool stores and old Port Dock station were the ideal playground.
``And I loved playing among the the abandoned old steam engines which lay in the train cemetery that once sat
between the Port and Rosewater,’’ he says.
He reckons his Port childhood sharpened his eye for comedy.
``I developed my sense of humour watching Port Adelaide play in the 50s,’’ he jokes.
But the creeping changes to the Port waterfront as it undergoes regeneration are no laughing matter for Dawe.
As a special guest at several Port Festival events on the weekend, he echoed calls from local heritage and arts
groups to adapt the Hart’s Mill precinct for community use.
Dawe says the fate of the Hart’s Mill buildings has personal significance.
His father died just shy of his 50th birthday in a workplace accident at the Adelaide Miling Company when Dawe
was a teenager.
``There are many people here who have lost fathers (and) uncles from around the time my father died.
``It’s time for all of us who care about these things to make a stronger effort to get a better outcome for the
community.’’
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UNITED FRONT: The arts community has thrown its support
behind converting Hart's Mill into a community arts hub, (from
left) Ollie Black, Christie Anthony, Georgie Davill, Fulvia
Mantelli, Steve Mayhew, Sasha Zahra and Jane Fuller.
flsPicture: Neale Winter SIS71698

ARTS heavyweights have echoed calls from community groups to integrate an arts precinct into the Hart’s Mill
redevelopment.
Adelaide Fringe Festival director Christie Anthony and Vitalstatix creative producer Jane Fuller have joined the
chorus of support for an arts hub at the historic site when it is redeveloped for housing.
Alberton resident Ms Anthony said her vision was for the landmark Adelaide Milling Company building, known as
the Hart’s Mill, to have community arts activities included in its redevelopment.
“It’s a magnificent building that has enormous potential to become an iconic cultural hub,” she said.
“I think the arts community in Port Adelaide is motivated and willing to get involved in transforming that space
and to harness them would be a sensible thing to do.
“I believe that when a vibrant creative community is harnessed and supported, the return to the whole
community is undeniable and priceless.”
Ms Fuller said the Port community would benefit if an arts space was integrated into the project.
HOPE FOR HART’S MILL ART PRECINCT
COMMUNITY SAYS: “Hands off Harts”
“All great, healthy urban areas have these iconic centres that can serve the community well,” she said.
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“For me with Hart’s Mill so close to our home (at the Waterside Worker’s Federation Hall) I can see a really
vibrant arts precinct steeped in history and sentiment.”
The heritage-listed building is slated for residential and retail use under the Port Waterfront redevelopment
agreement between the government and developers, the Newport Quays consortium.
However Newport Quays consortium spokesman Todd Brown told the Portside Messenger last week it was
“highly conscious of community concerns and desires” in relation to Hart’s Mill.
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